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SHARING: Is there anyone in your life who seems epspecially humble, and ready to give God the credit for
all the good that happens? What do they do and say that give you that sense? How would you describe that
person?

1

What struck you most about Mike’s sermon last Sunday?

2

Read the passage from the sermon, 2 Corinthians 12:7b-10.
A

Paul says that God’s ultimate goal was to keep him from becoming conceited. Why do you think that is
so important? Make a list of the bad things that happen when we become conceited.

B

This passage teaches us that God would rather that we suﬀer than be proud. How do you respond to
that?

3

Read James 4:6. Can you think of instances in Scripture where God opposes the proud, but lifts up the
humble?

4

Paul asked God (”pleaded”) three times to take away the mysterious “thorn in the ﬂesh,” and God said no,
that His grace was suﬃcient to carry him through. Paul was ﬁnally glad for that refusal. Can you think of times
in your own life where you were ultimately glad that God declined to give you what you prayed for?

1

5

Mike quoted the Bible commentary that said “The Lord has more need of our weakness than our strength:
our strength is often His rival, our weakness, His servant.” Have you ever found your strength to be His rival
in your own life? If you are comfortable, share it.

6

Mike gave two examples from his life, child-raising and Missions work, that brought him face to face with his
weakness. What has God used in your life to make you aware, maybe painfully aware, of your weakness?

7

What do you think God is asking of you today, either clearly in His Word or subjectively through His tugging
on your heart, that you feel completely unprepared to do? Spend some time praying that His strength would
be perfected in your weakness, and that when you are weak, you would be strong.

8

As we look ahead to the future of Heights ministry, what kinds of challenges do you think might make us feel
weak? What might God ask of us as a church that seems beyond our ability? Spend time praying that in our
collective weakness, we would be collectively strong.
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